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About the artist
The crash and spray of the ocean was as familiar to 
young Noŋgirrŋa Marawili as her many brothers and 
sisters, aunties and uncles. She was born on the beach 
and spent much of her childhood crossing tropical 
waters in a convoy of canoes, as her large family 
travelled between the islands and the mainland of East 
Arnhem Land. Now 81, Nongirrna is still never far from 
the water, as a highly respected senior artist of the 
coastal Yirrkala community. 

About the work
Yolngu artists are instructed to only use art materials 
taken from the land. Rather than sticking to earth 
pigments, Nongirrna interprets this in an inventive  
way. She reclaims printer cartridges and mixes the 
magenta toner into vivid pink paints. These expressive 
paintings are inspired by Baratjala cove, a small rocky 
bay not far from her birthplace.
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image Noŋgirrŋa Marawili, Yolŋu people, Northern Territory, born 1938, Darrpirra, Northern Territory, 
Baratjala, 2019, Yirrkala, Northern Territory, earth pigments, recycled print toner pigment on stringybark, 
135.0 x 230.0 cm; 202.0 x 96.0 cm; © Noŋgirrŋa Marawili/Buku-Larrŋgay Mulka Centre. 

Baratjala is currently on display in Gallery 25

‘I paint water designs. The water. As it crashes onto the 
rocks at high tide. Sending the spray into the sky.’

– Noŋgirrŋa Marawili




