
Year 10 Photography and Moving Image

This programme of learning is aimed at developing photographic and digital art making techniques using 
contemporary Māori art from the Toi Tū Toi Ora Exhibtion at the Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki. Ākonga 
will learn basic lighting techniques, Photoshop editing, moving image conventions and an introduction to 
using artist models to inform their own practice and generating a response to briefs, through a visual means. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
• Explore Light in the style of Aimee Ratana (PK,DI, UC)
• Styalise subject matter for art making (PK)
• Develop skills using Photoshop to combine imagery

to create a digital art work based on the work of Ngaahina 
Hohaia (PK, DI, UC, CI)

• Learn concepts of symmetry and extend into a moving image 
outcome based on Gary Whiting. (PK, DI, UC, CI)

ASSESSMENT:
Students will work through a variety of tasks to produce a 
range of outcomes. Assessment will be against the Key 
Competencies from the New Zealand curriculum and could 
include, self and peer assessment, formative feedback and 
summative grades.

Students completing the course should be working at Level 5 
or 6 of the New Zealand Curriculum Framework.

RESOURCES:
Students will need access to the following.

• Smartphone or digital point and shoot cameras
• A range or torches/lamps/lights
• Coloured Gels/ Cellophane
• Cultural props/aritfacts/memorabilia
• Photoshop
• Internet

Understanding the visual 
arts in context (UC)

Developing practical 
knowledge (PK)

Developing ideas (DI)

Communicating and 
interpreting (CI)

• Investigate the purposes and
significance of contemporary art works in
a variety of contexts, and ways in which
communities value objects and images
from their past.

• Apply knowledge of elements and
principles for particular art-making
purposes, using a range of established
conventions. Extend skills with techniques,
tools, and materials.

• Generate, develop, and refine visual
ideas in a body of work in response to
design problems. Sequence and link
ideas in a body of work.

Identify and analyse the processes, 
procedures, and art-making traditions 
that influence selected artists’ ways of 
working. Analyse how these clarify
meaning in their own and others’ work.

Level 6Level 5
• Investigate and consider the
relationship between the production
of art works and their contexts and
influences.

• Apply knowledge of selected
conventions from established practice,
using appropriate processes and
procedures.

• Generate, develop, and refine ideas
in response to a variety of motivations,
including the study of established
practice.

• Compare and contrast the ways in
which ideas and art-making processes
are used to communicate meaning in
selected objects and images.



Task Tahi: Aimee Ratana Research
TASK:
Research your artist model, Aimee Ratana. Answer the following 
questions using the Auckland Art Gallery: Toi Tū Toi Ora website, and 
record your ideas on a Google Slide.

QUESTIONS:
• Where does Ratana whakapapa to?

• What did Ratana study at University? 

• What is a Hei tiki?

• In Ratana’s work, ‘Hei TIki 2’ why does she use a plastic Hei tiki?

• Why do your think Ratana chose the colour green in the work, 
‘MMVA_IMG: 14’?

• What is the main theme of Ratana’s photography?

 

Task Rua: Lighing Techniques
TASK:
Explore the use of light in Aimee Ratana’s work. In this activity you will 
use the studio set up where you can control light. 

Take three photographs of each of the lighting techniques outlined 
on the exemplar page.

RESOURCES:
You will use your cellphone to capture your photographs. There 
are torches, lamps and gels provided to make different lighting 
effects.

There is a box of Māori artifacts and memorabilia. You will begin by 
using these objects. During the next week you are encouraged to 
bring in taonga from home to photograph that relate to your whānau 
and whakapapa.

CONSIDER:
• How does the angle of the light source effect the shadow?What 

objects will create interest shadows?
• Which objects will allow the light to penetrate?
• What colours will look good as an overlay and what colours will 

compliment each other?

DOCUMENT:
Document your images and corresponding categories in Google 
Slides/PowerPoint. 



Single Direction Light Two Directional Lights Light from behind

Shadow only (Sharp) Shadow only (Soft) Object and Shadow

Coloured Light Two Coloured Lights

Ratana Lighing Technique  Exemplars

Light through an object



Task Toru: Intro to Photoshop

TASK:
As a class, you will work through a range of digital manipulation 
techniques. You will use these skills to develop your next art work. 

KEY SKILLS:
• Open a Photoshop document
• Place an image
• Cut out your objects
• Copy object
• Arranging Layers
• Transform tool
• Arranging multiple objects on a canvas
• A range of adjustment layers
• Feathered circular frame cutout
• Save a Photoshop Document
• Export outcome as JPEG

DOCUMENT:
Add your Photoshop outcomes to your slideshow

-  

Task Wha: Ngaahina Hohaia Inquiry

TASK:
Explore the compositional devices used by Ngaahina Hohaia in her 
work ‘Paopao ki tua o rangi’ seen in Toi Tū Toi Ora. Use Photoshop 
to develop your own ancestral artwork.  

In your slideshow place the image of ‘Paopao ki tua o rangi’ and use 
the Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki website to answer the 
following questions.

QUESTIONS:
• How has the composition been arranged?
• What image is in the centre?
• What is this work about?

PLANNING:
What objects from your Task Rua photographs can you use in your 
own composition?

Select your own historical photograph to place in the middle of 
your composition. This could be an image of your whenua (your 
marae, awa, moana etc...) or could be an ancestor. 

Explain why you selected this image.

CREATE AND DOCUMENT:
Using your own photographs, a central found image and the skills 
you learnt in the previous task, create your Hohaia inspired artwork 
and add it to your slideshow.



Intro to photoshop exemplars

Cut out object on white background Duplicate objects on black background

Mirrored image of objects Black and White adjustment layer

Circular cut out with feather Photo filter adjustment



Hohaia Compositional Exemplars



Task Rima: Photoshop Timeline 
TASK:
As a class, your teacher will teach you how to use Photoshop 
Timeline to manipulate a short video clip. 

Using the clip provided by your teacher, you will learn the 
following techniques.

KEY SKILLS:
• Open timeline view
• Import a video
• Trim a video
• Loop a video
• Multiply a video on a new layer
• Transform the layer
• Flip Horizontal

Task Ono: Gary Whiting Video
QUESTIONS:

• What subject matter does Whiting use in his works, ‘Whakarongo ki Nga Tipuna I&II?’ 
• Why does Whiting use the environment in his work?

Whiting’s videos are made of two layers of film, how do they interact with each other
• What type of movement is captured in Whiting’s work?

PLANNING:
• What element of the whenua is important to you and your whanau?
• What natural elements can you film at school or at home?  
• What orientation will you need to hold your smart phone?

CAPTURE:
Take at least three different 10 second clips of natural elements that capture movement. 
These clips should capture aspects of the whenua that are important to you and your whanau.

CREATE:
Using the Photoshop Timeline skills you learnt in the introduction task, create your three 
Whiting inspired clips.

DOCUMENT:
Export your clips and embed them in your slideshow.  

• Blending Mode
• Layer sound
• Export the edited clip

DOCUMENT:
Embed your Photoshop video to your slideshow.

EWise
Highlight



Whiting Clip TIMELINE Exemplars



Submit a slideshow that includes all of your tasks. Use the 
following checklist to make sure you have all elements 
ready for hand in.

TASK TAHI:   Aimee Rantana Research
        Complete the artist study questions 

TASK RUA:   Lighting Task
3 x Images for each category documented 
in slideshow with corresponding titles

TASK TORU: Intro to Photoshop
Add each of your Photoshop trials to a         
new slide. Label each with their        
corresponding techniques

TASK WHA:  Ngaahina Hohaia Inquiry Task
       Complete the research questions, planning 
       questions and create a Hohaia inspired   
       composition with your own imagery

TASK RIMA: Photoshop Timeline Tutorial
 Embed the trial video from your Timeline 

        tutorial

TASK ONO: Gary Whiting Video Inquiry
       Complete the research questions, planning 
       questions and create 3 x Whiting inspired  

videos with your own imagery

Slide Exemplars

Evidence for assessment



Achievement Criteria

Practical Knowledge
Evidence Statement: Apply knowledge of selected conventions from established 
practice, using appropriate processes and procedure.

Evidence Achieved Merit Excellence
1 x series of 
Aimee Ratana 
inspired lighting 
photographs

1 x Ngaahina 
Hohaia inspired 
Photoshop 
composition

3 x Gary Whiting 
inspired Video 
clips 

My photographs have been 
taken using a vareity of lighting 
techniques.

I have completed a Hohaia 
inspired composition in 
Photoshop, using my own 
images and a found central 
image.

I have completed a range of 
Whiting inspired video clips 
using Photoshop Timeline.

My photographs have been 
taken using a vareity of lighting 
techniques to create specific 
effects.

I have completed a Hohaia 
inpired composition in 
Photoshop which uses 
appropriate compositional 
conventions and influences 
from the Artist Model.

I have completed a range of 
Whiting inspired video clips 
using Photoshop Timeline that 
use appropriate moving image 
conventions and influences 
from the Artist Model.

My photographs have been 
taken using a vareity of lighting 
techniques purposefully to 
create a range of  effects.

I have completed a Hohaia 
inspired composition in 
Photoshop using, which 
purposefully applies appropriate 
compositional conventions and 
influences from the Artist Model.

I have completed a range of 
Whiting inspired video clips 
using Photoshop Timeline that 
purposefully apply appropriate 
moving image conventions and 
influences from the Artist Model.

Developing ideas
Evidence Statement: Generate, develop, and refine ideas in response to a variety of 
motivations, including the study of established practice.

Evidence Achieved Merit Excellence
Slideshow 
documenting 
students tasks.

Research and 
planning have 
been used to 
influence 
student 
outcomes. 

In finished works: 
Students have 
bought together 
Artist Models 
methods and 
techniques to 
create a finished 
work.

My planning shows that I have 
researched Artist Models.

My planning shows that I have 
taken my own photographs 
using appropriate subject 
matter.

I have tested photographic 
techniques to achieve my final 
outcome.

My final outcomes shows that 
I have used this research in my 
own work.

My planning shows that I have 
research Artist Models.

My planning shows that I have 
taken my own photographs 
using appropriate subject 
matter to communicate my 
ideas.

I have tested a range of 
photographic techniques to 
achieve my final outcome.

My final outcomes shows that 
I have used this research in my 
own work.

My planning shows that I have 
research Artist Models.

My planning shows that I have 
taken my own photographs 
using appropriate subject 
matter to communicate my 
ideas successfully.  

I have tested a range of 
photographic techniques to 
refine my final outcome.

My final outcomes shows that I 
have incorperated this research 
in my own work.

This assessment criteria could be used in a range of assessment activities, including, self and peer 
assessment, formative feedback and summative grades.




