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METAPHOR AND SYMBOLISM IN ART… 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 

Visual Symbols…  

 
 

Symbol:  

 

 

Metaphor:  

 
 

The term ‘symolism’ was first coined in 1886 to describe poetry but was soon used to 

describe visual art where ideas, psychological content and meaning took precedence over 

the realistic depiction of the natural world. 

Interpretation of symbols in artworks depends upon your 

cultural capital, use of intelligence, imagination and 

creative thinking. 

 

https://pixabay.com/
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Visual Metaphors…

Look at this work by Frida Kahlo 

 

Image removed for copyright but readily available 

onloine: ‘Broken Column’  by Frida Kahlo.  

You could also look at the Two Fridas or any other 

suitable works) 

 
 Look carefully at the artwork and list as many 

signs or symbols in the artwork that you can 
identify (this may be covered in a class or 
group discussion). 

 
 Decide what you think the metaphoric 

references are for the symbols in her work and 
write down your ideas. 

 
 What significance do you think the clothing or 

lack of clothing has? 
 
 Read about the life of the artist in the 

resources provided or online- Does this new 
knowledge add anything to the meanings that 
you perceived initially in the work? 

 

  

“Metaphor colours our language and enriches our visual 

representations…used as a device it can create relationships between 

things in the world and foster creativity in artmaking. 

Metaphors help us to ‘capture’ our experiences of the world in a 

unique way. They give us a way to connect objects, events, actions 

that appear unrelated but are part of our cultural expression.”  

Janet Rentz.  
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NOW: CREATE YOUR OWN SYMBOLIC SELF_PORTRAIT 

Using the Photoshop skills you gained recently… 

 

 
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 
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