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• Start the journey as early as possible – add in “think” lessons to year 9 up – 
e.g. year 9 photojournalism lesson.

• Teach process well as early as possible – year 10 -  3 print processes – lino, 
dry point and mono printing.

• As the teacher you need to engage with the arts – make art, go to 
conferences and symposiums, go to exhibits, engage with artists, and  it all 
back into school. Talk to kids about art.

• Insist on challenging sequences – first drawing must represent 15 ideas or 3 
drawings with 5 ideas about theme each. This starts the process of 
regeneration sooner rather than later.

• Craft your work (head, heart and hands) – WOW sequence that is carefully 
crafted on each board – establishes level of skills and depth of ideas and 
allows for more experimental sequences in between.

• Scholarship students should have an opened ended ending for their folio, 
allowing for thinking and some making of a “fourth board” of work.



Proposition/ Theme
• No Fail Folio Themes – Architecture, Figure in 

space interior or exterior, Still life, Landscape

• Conceptual themes – e.g., neoliberalism

• Theory based

• Family based

• Culture based

• Narratives

• Practice leading board

• Abstract

• Humour

• Entertaining

• Worthy of your whole year

• Easy to make dark board – much harder to 
make a light board well

2021 Cohen Brady-Leathem E

2022 Sienna’s Surfing folio, Rangiruru Girls school, 
Teacher Kate Rivers



Sione Tupou: Excellence 2022



Mikala Helyar Print Making 2023 - Excellence



Work in Sequences
• A sequence can be 3 or more works. But you can have larger singular or 2 

works in between these sequences.

• Work in advancing sequences

• Sequences shouldn’t run on the spot (or be repetitive, if it is, then edit out 
work), but should advance an idea across the sequence.

• More experimental sequences can come after your wow sequences if they 
advance ideas further

• Look for gaps between sequences and fill these gaps – where is there a 
leap between one sequence and the next – what’s missing? – what do you 
need to connect this on your journey of developing ideas?

• Don’t have a predetermined outcome in mind, trust the process, 
re-configure your folio right up to the last minute

• End with your strongest sequence even if then means re-ordering the folio 
at the last minute.

• The folio does not need to follow the time frame that the work was 
produced – something from term 1 can go on board 3.

• In the last few weeks before the folio is due – loosen all the work from the 
folio and play with different layouts, ( photograph and compare) work out 
the gaps in sequences and make a final plan for how to complete the folio 
strongly as possible with Wow sequences of each board.



How to get Excellence Level 3
• Come to class

• Listen to your teacher

• Be committed to giving your best

• Do your own image gathering (own 
photos, photoshoots on your 
theme, create props, costumes, 
environments, revisit and take 
more photos

• Take every opportunity offered to 
you by your teacher

• Share your work

• Research

• Try new things – media, techniques

• Embrace contemporary art

• Craft your work – be technically 
excellence in your media

• Embrace Experimental processes – 
make weird works

• Go from 2D to 3D and back again

• Don’t look at other’s work and 
worry, one size does not fit all

• Go down rabbit holes of research 
and follow Tangents till their end

• Circling back/ regenerating
• Make your work authentically you
• Be brave and expose who you really 

are in your art
• Have WOW moments on each folio
• Go see art in galleries and on the 

streets
• Form networks of excellence – 

teacher, other students, other 
teachers…..

• Stick to deadlines
• Use alternative surfaces
• Follow the rules and break them



Wow sequence

• Show your 
craftmanship

• Show the 
Marker your 
skills

• Spend time 
on a 
significant 
series

• Blow people 
away



How to get scholarship…..

• Folio photo
• Page 1 – introduce your theme, 

introduce you (why are you 
passionate enough to spend a 
year on this?), What’s my Why?, 
Authentic connections – how 
you relate to your folio theme – 
the Why  of what you do – your 
deep motivation…

• Set 3 research territories for 
your investigation

• Intro to subject matter, artist 
models, theme ideas.





Page 2
Page 3
Page 4

• Establishing your key areas of 
research

• Title the page – not “Board 1” first 
half, but the overriding concept 
governing the ideas, conceptual 
focus, key ideas…

• Go deep and broad

• At least 5 ideas per page

1. My work

2. Other’s work/s

3. Theoretical link/s

4. Topical link – current even, 
comic, cartoon, humourous, out 
of the box, attention grabber, 
make the marker smile….

5. Technical extension – in process, 
process driving ideas…



Page 5
Page 6

• End of term 2 - 
review your work 
so far, look for 
new directions 
for research/ art 
making

• New research 
questions

• New key ideas

• New shifts in key 
ideas



Page 7
Page 8
• Board 4
• Extra work
• Tangential work
• Competitions, festivals, wearable 

arts…..
• Exhibitions (their own and the 

visits they have made to others)
• Beyond the folio – unlimited time 

and money how would you push 
this theme further?

• Work from other folios that relate
• Influential artist models
• New Directions / in other media?





Layout authentic to you
• Typed or handwritten

• Messy or tidy

• Scrawly or calligraphic….

• Cartoony

• 5 ideas per page

• Underlined key words and ideas within the text – make your key ideas 
and concepts easy to identify

• Boxes around specific ideas

• Colour changes – pen, highlighter, underlining, background colours to 
make sure the Marker sees you ideas

• No writing all drawings ?

• Extra work

• Rejected works

• Experiments, trials, media refinements

• Use your workbook and internals to feed into your scholarship

• Time management/ wellbeing / workload

• Give yourself time – Nyle completed her folio boards, so she had 3 
weeks to work on her Scholarship books. Time and limiting stress 
matter.

• Try to have one and a half boards done by the end of term 2, try to 
have 3 or 4 pages for scholarship planned. Collect files of images and 
quotes to support your pages and print when ready to put the pages 
together. Keep a record of where you get your info from – books, sites, 
etc…



















Jonathan Larson Photo and scholarship 2023  
Excellence and 1st in Scholarship Photo



















Logan Hooper Print Making 2023 (yr 12 doing Yr13) Excellence



Tyler Poa Print Making 2023 - Excellence



Allan Smith, Painting, 2022, excellence and scholarship



2021 Nyle Turuwhenua E Top Art, Top in Print Scholarship

Teacher Esther Hansen 



Nyle Turuwhenua, Sculpture 2022, Excellence, Top in Scholarship Sculpture 

Teacher: Esther Hansen



2022 Nyle Turuwhenua E. OS Design 

Teacher: Martin Bennett



2022 Nyle Turuwhenua E. Scholarship Painting  

Teacher: Vicky Moore-Allen



2022 Nyle Turuwhenua E. O Scholarship Photography 

 Teachers: Jess Bluck, Donna Tupaea, Cat Tamihere


