
 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



Māu hei whakaharatau ināianei / Your turn to practice 

Using everything you have learned, create an artwork about your whakapapa. Include a manawa line, mangōpare, 

other tohu and whakarei. Consider going back to watch the videos again, pausing to take notes or practice while 

you construct your mahi toi. 

Below is a student example 

 



 

 

 

 

Whakapapa 

Student example 

This was my first exploratory work into my whakapapa 

(genealogy) and there are a few ideas floating around in this 

work. 

The ink base is in the shape of my river, Te Umu Kaha 

(Temuka), the fork at the top is where the Te Moana River and 

Waihi River join. The river also represents whakapapa. 

Tributaries of rivers (individuals, other families, marriages) 

come together to form larger families, but also represent a 

family tree.  

The ink shapes extend around the oval to reflect the coastlines and the journey of people or 

families through voyaging. I added weaving designs to parts of the coastline to represent areas 

that have been farmed or colonized. 

The hand drawn ink image is a Mangōpare / Stingray that represents kaitiaki, (a guardian, carer or 

protector) in this case it represents my Grandparents and Great Grandparents. 

The egg shapes are different versions of my relationship with my kids and partner. The overall 

design resembles various stages of the reproductive process. Apparently a woman is born with all 

the eggs she will have available for conception, so these eggs could also represent the children, 

potential future family that could have (but have not) been. 
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