Artist Analysis Prompt Questions

1. Observation and Description

What do you see in this artwork? Describe the subject matter and any key elements.

What materials or mediums do you think the artist used? How can you tell?

What is the scale or size of the artwork? How does this affect your perception of it?

What are the first things that catch your attention when you look at the artwork? Why?

How would you describe the composition (the arrangement of elements) in this artwork? Is it balanced or asymmetrical?
What are the main colours in the artwork? How do they make you feel?

2. Elements and Principles of Art

How does the artist use line in the artwork? Are the lines smooth, jagged, thick, thin, etc.?

What shapes or forms are present? Are they geometric or organic?

How does the artist use texture? Can you see rough, smooth, or other types of texture in the artwork?

How does light and shadow play a role in the artwork? What effect does this have?

How does the artist use space in the artwork? Are objects placed in the foreground, middle ground, or background?
How does this affect the feeling of depth?

How does the artist use colour? Are the colours bright, muted, contrasting, or harmonious? How do they affect the mood
or atmosphere?

What kind of patterns or repetitions can you find in the artwork?

3. Interpretation and Meaning

What do you think the artwork is about? What message or idea is the artist trying to convey?

What emotions or feelings does the artwork evoke in you? How does the artist achieve this effect?

How do the symbols or objects in the artwork contribute to its meaning? Are there any hidden or subtle details that add
to the interpretation?

What do you think the artist wants the viewer to think or feel when looking at the artwork?

Can you relate to this artwork personally or culturally? In what way?

Does this artwork remind you of anything in the world around you? Why or why not?

4. Context and Artist’s Intent

When and where do you think this artwork was created? How does this influence its meaning or style?

What do you know about the artist’s background or the cultural context of the work? How might this have influenced the
choices the artist made?

Do you think the artist was influenced by any particular art movements or styles? How can you tell?

Is the artwork part of a series or a larger collection of works? How does it relate to others by the same artist?

Why do you think the artist chose this particular medium (painting, sculpture, printmaking, etc.)? How does this choice
affect the artwork?

5. Critical Reflection and Evaluation

What do you like most about this artwork? Why?

What do you think could be improved in the artwork? What changes would you make if you were the artist?

How effective is the artwork in communicating its message or emotion? Do you think it is successful in its purpose?
How do the different elements (line, color, texture, etc.) work together to create an overall impact?

How does this artwork compare to others you have seen by the same artist or within the same style or movement?

6. Personal Response and Connection

If you were to create your own artwork based on this one, what changes would you make? Would you explore a similar
theme or approach?

How does this artwork influence or inspire your own creative work?

What techniques or ideas from this artwork could you use in your own art practice?

Do you think this artwork challenges any ideas or makes you think about things differently? How so?



