
L1 - 1.2 
RESEARCH: Established practice 
for NZ Artist ELLIS ARANGA



Ellis Aranga
NZ Maaori artist from Ngaai Tuhoe

Painter, graffiti, stencil and taa moko artist



Ellis Aranga
New Zealand - Ngaai Tuhoe

Link to a taa moko video Ellis Aranga created
Link to collaborative lightbox
 
Ellis Aranga’s humble/warmth style and attitude brings 
light to a space. Aranga taught whaea Michelle how to 
spray paint in 2010 at Poihakena Marae in Raglan. He 
taught whaea how to push boundaries and believe that 
she can make mahi toi look refined through spray. He 
interprets colour through stencils; providing a distinctive 
polished layered look to his art. Aranga learnt his skill set 
young through tagging wherever he could, using 
materials affordable to him, acknowledging that there are 
barriers to mahi.  
Ellis is a very talented ta moko artist and has worked out 
of Otautahi tattoo studio in Auckland.

https://www.facebook.com/otautahitattooakl/videos/234203745424563/
https://www.facebook.com/ORA.Gallery.NZ/posts/newhow-stunning-is-pikiteora-this-beautiful-lightbox-by-atarau-lighting-pikiteor/3560261480696413/


Ellis Aranga

Step 3: Spray paint your 
koowhaiwhai stencil using 
koowhaiwhai methods of 
rotation, reflection, mirroring, 
balance and symmetry

Step 2: Choose a colour 
palette for your koowhaiwhai 
design that connects to your 
portrait and meaning of your 
koowhaiwhai

Step 1: Construct stencils for your koowhaiwhai design and 
your portrait

● Create 3 thumbnail sketches exploring composition (layout) 
for your final design

Step 6: Spray paint your portrait 
stencil
1. Mid tone grey
2. Black - shaded area
3. White - highlights

Step 4: Explore composition 
(layout) of your koowhaiwhai 
design and colour

Step 5: Let the spray paint dry 
between layers



This template will help assist 
you in analysing artist models.

To excel your learning:
➔ Write about the 

background of the artist.
➔ Reflect on the artist 

practice/how they create 
art.

➔ Reflect on how you can 
be inspired to create your 
own mahi/work. 

➔ What painting/toi Maaori 
techniques/principles that 
you would apply in your 
own work inspired by Ellis 
Aranga?

Artist Analysis #1 
● Complete task for homework if unable to complete in class
● Task link on google classroom or use paper 
● Stick into your visual diary

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11QCMbBpm7aP4mhPh6zoUzCV-uDr8H2Cb/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114181304553310175985&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EbKv-wUtiMWA7YJm5nFTDCxy0IhpG_so/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114181304553310175985&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EbKv-wUtiMWA7YJm5nFTDCxy0IhpG_so/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114181304553310175985&rtpof=true&sd=true


This template will help assist 
you in analysing artist models.

To excel your learning:
➔ Write about the 

background of the artist.
➔ Reflect on the artist 

practice/how they create 
art.

➔ Reflect on how you can 
be inspired to create your 
own mahi/work. 

➔ What painting/toi Maaori 
techniques/principles that 
you would apply in your 
own work inspired by Ellis 
Aranga?

OR try this Artist Analysis instead 
● Complete task for homework if unable to complete in class
● Task link on google classroom or use paper 
● Stick into your visual diary

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11QCMbBpm7aP4mhPh6zoUzCV-uDr8H2Cb/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114181304553310175985&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bcWW7v3LscyVv4JyImx1CIbwOX34JS30/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114181304553310175985&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bcWW7v3LscyVv4JyImx1CIbwOX34JS30/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114181304553310175985&rtpof=true&sd=true

